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July 11, 2018 

Souris Basin Planning Council Meeting – 3:00 PM 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Bottineau County: Margo Helgerson 
Burke County: Tony Pandolfo 
McHenry County: none 
Mountrail County: none 
Pierce County: Rick Larson 
Renville County: Kristy Titus 

Ward County: Dwight Flygare 
City of Minot: none 
Special Interest: George Withus 
Staff: Lyndsay Ulrickson, Connie Wilson, Briselda Hernandez, Emily 
Berg

 

Chairperson Margo Helgerson called the Souris Basin Planning Council board meeting to order at 3:04 pm. 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

Motion was made by Tony Pandolfo to accept the minutes from the previous meeting. Motion seconded by George Withus; 

motion carried. 

FINANCIALS 

Connie Wilson presented financials for the period ending June 2018. 

The ending balance for local monies was $132,582.20. Receivables were $97,196.59. The cash balance for NVCI was $86,909.83. 

The SBRLF account balance was $356,109.93 and balance available to lend was $221,018.76. The SBIRP account balance was 

$67,047.15 with a balance of $9,242.96 available to lend. 

Motion was made by Dwight Flygare to accept the financials. Motion seconded by George Withus; motion carried. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 

Lyndsay Ulrickson reported that she and Briselda Hernandez were working on gathering data for vacant office, retail and 

commercial in Minot for the Minot NDR agreement, along with specific recommendations to continue working toward a 

business-friendly climate. Ulrickson also reported she and Hernandez have been meeting with the owner of a building in 

downtown Minot regarding the feasibility of a culinary incubator. 

Ulrickson has also prepared a draft grant with Strengthen ND and North Central Planning Council to inventory and assess vacant 

and flood-impacted farmsteads and create reports showing barrier to farming and resources available for new and emerging 

farmers. 

Finally, Ulrickson reported a lot of her time has been spent preparing for the 2019 CEDS planning meetings, working with the 

ND Association of Regional Councils and 2019 county and City of Minot annual contributions and budgeting. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY REPORTS 

Emily Berg reported that New Town will be holding its bid opening on August 3. Flaxton was required to go out to bid again 

because the engineer didn’t fully follow all CDBG requirements, so the new bid opening should hopefully be next month as well. 

Sawyer is still at a standstill currently due to BNSF railroad. Towner has completed construction, so Berg is working on final 

contractor payments and then will begin work on closing out the project. She also went to Devils Lake to work with North 

Central Planning Council to assist their new CDBG Specialist with putting together bid packages and help train on the CDBG 

process. 

Briselda Hernandez provided updates on the USDA Rural Development’s North Dakota Livable Communities Program in 

Parshall. The module groups are currently meeting to discuss potential community projects. Hernandez will be meeting with 

Emily Brown from USDA and the steering committee to go over the module action plans.  The final meeting will be held on July 

24. The 2018 Economic Development Seminar is scheduled for August 30. The seminar will introduce bankers and local 

development organizations to some of the funding resources available for start-up and expanding businesses. Furthermore, a 

“community roundtable” will be held to discuss the economic development gaps in the region and how SBPC can support 

communities to drive their own economic agendas.  Hernandez and Ulrickson met with Mark Lyman, from the Minot Public 
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School Board, to discuss how SBPC can establish a partnership with the Minot Public School District for the “Like A Boss” event. 

Lyman provided the names of potential individuals who would be willing to work with SBPC on this event.  

2018 MEETING SCHEDULE 

Ulrickson presented a proposed update to the 2018 meeting schedule. The update included a change to the August 8 meeting. 

This meeting would be an Executive Board meeting instead of a Full Council meeting. Additionally, the time for the Full Council 

meeting on October 10 would be changed to 10 am. 

 

Motion was made by George Withus to approve the revised 2018 schedule. Motion seconded by Kristy Titus; motion carried. 

 

2019 MEETING SCHEDULE 

Ulrickson presented a draft meeting schedule for 2019. 

 

Motion was made by Tony Pandolfo to approve the 2019 schedule. Motion seconded by George Withus; motion carried. 

 

NDARC MEMBERSHIP FEES 

Ulrickson reported that the North Dakota Association of Regional Councils will be charging a membership fee. For the 

remainder of 2018, the membership fee is $650 and for 2019, $1,250. 

 

Motion was made by Tony Pandolfo to accept the membership dues for 2018 and 2019. Motion seconded by George Withus; 

motion carried 

 

CEDS PLANNING MEETINGS 

Ulrickson reminded the members that there are two CEDS planning meetings coming up in Minot and Towner. 

 

RLF PROGRAM RATING 

Ulrickson shared with the members a letter from EDA dated July 5 showing that SBPC’s program risk rating is a Level A. 

 

2018 USDA RD HPG FUNDS 

Ulrickson reported that USDA RD just released the announcement that HPG funding is available for 2018, with a grant deadline 

of August 9. Ulrickson asked if the board would like her to pursue additional funding for Pierce County. 

 

Motion was made by George Withus to complete a grant application for continued funding for Pierce County Housing 

Rehabilitation. Motion seconded by Dwight Flygare; motion carried. 

 

LEGACY CUSTOM CABINETS UPDATE 

Hernandez shared with the members that Josh Neiss, owner of Legacy Custom Cabinets has filed for bankruptcy. This means 

that SBPC can no longer send correspondence or past due notices for the loan on file. At this time, we have until September 25 

to respond to the Bankruptcy filing. 

 

NORTHERN STATES ENTERPRISES UPDATE 

Ulrickson shared that she and Hernandez met with Brian Boppre of Boppre Law Firm to discuss his legal opinion on how to 

move forward. The borrowers have no intention of paying back the loan, and they have stated they will be filing for bankruptcy, 

however, we have not received any official notices of filing. Boppre would be supplying SBPC with an opinion letter soon. 

 

There being no further business, meeting adjourned. 

 

              
Lyndsay Ulrickson, Secretary 


