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August 8, 2018 

Souris Basin Planning Council Meeting – 3:00 PM 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Bottineau County: none 
Burke County: none 
McHenry County: Shawn Vedaa 
Mountrail County: Arlo Borud 
Pierce County: Rick Larson 

Renville County: Kristy Titus 
Ward County: Dwight Flygare, Alan Walter 
City of Minot: none 
Special Interest: George Withus 
Staff: Lyndsay Ulrickson, Connie Wilson, Emily Berg

 
Vice Chairperson George Withus called the Souris Basin Planning Council board meeting to order at 3:00 pm. 

MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

Motion was made by Alan Walter to accept the minutes from the previous meeting. Motion seconded by Arlo 

Borud; motion carried. 

FINANCIALS 

Connie Wilson presented financials for the period ending July 2018. 

The ending balance for local monies was $161,650.17. Receivables were $48,745.85. The cash balance for NVCI 

was $86,937.89. 

The SBRLF account balance was $378,643.26 and balance available to lend was $243,552.09. The SBIRP account 

balance was $73,660.59 with a balance of $16,154.11 available to lend. 

Motion was made by Arlo Borud to accept the financials. Motion seconded by Rick Larson; motion carried. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 

Lyndsay Ulrickson provided the following ED Report: 

• Ulrickson applied to National Art Strategies Change Network program in North Dakota and was selected. 

o Change Network is a year-long program with all expenses paid, to support advancing skills and 

networks to make the places you live and work more inclusive. 

o Ulrickson will have access to tailored advising for a year and a small project grant at the end. 

o This program will help her build self-awareness, leadership and systems change skills sets. 

o Change Network will convene in Bismarck from September 19-23, 2018, and again in June 2019 

in South Dakota. 

• Ulrickson and Hernandez will attend EDA Peer Reviews with the other regional councils in Mandan on 

September 11. 

• Ulrickson has submitted the planning grant application to EDA for its 2019-21 planning grant. 

• Ulrickson shared that she will apply for a grant through the Bush Foundation to fund a Regional 

Community Summit in 2019. The application is due August 23. 

• Building Resilient Farm Country application 

o SBPC, Strengthen ND and NCPC are hoping to submit the EDA grant application for Building 

Resilient Farm Country by August 31. Strengthen ND will also be applying for a ND APUC grant to 

support the local match for this project. 

• Ulrickson has preliminarily started the 2019 budget and will have it ready to present at the September 

Board meeting 

• CEDS Update 



2 
 

o SBPC staff held two stakeholder input meetings in July 

o The next full council meeting will serve as a CEDS Stakeholder Input meeting as well 

o A draft of the document will be prepared by the November meeting for review and public 

comment period 

• SBPC staff has been discussing a feasibility study and plan for a potential culinary incubator in Minot. 

Discussions are very preliminary with a building owner in Downtown Minot. 

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY REPORTS 

Emily Berg reported she’s been helping several entities with their CDBG pre-applications for the August 10 

deadline. The City of Bowbells submitted a housing application, the City of Berthold has a housing application held 

from the previous scoring and ranking, the City of Velva submitted a housing application, the City of Flaxton will be 

applying for a comprehensive plan, and both the Flaxton water and New Town sidewalk projects are over budget 

so they will be looking for additional funding as well. In addition to these pre-applications, Emily has been working 

with the City of Bowbells on an application to the Governor’s Fund for a water main break in the City to be 

repaired. Sawyer is also applying for additional funding from the Governor’s Fund since their project is also over 

budget. 

Ulrickson shared the following economic development report on behalf of Briselda Hernandez: 

• Briselda met with Emily Brown from USDA and the steering committee to go over the final action plans for 
Parshall’s Livable Communities project. The module groups presented their plans at a final community 
meeting on July 24. The groups will continue to meet throughout the year to implement their plans and 
will remain in contact with SBPC to obtain information on funding resources for their projects.  

• Briselda is managing the 2018 Economic Development Seminar scheduled August 30. The seminar will 
introduce bankers and local development organizations to some of the funding resources available for 
start-up and expanding businesses. Furthermore, a “community roundtable” will be held to discuss the 
economic development gaps in the region and how SBPC can support communities to drive their own 
economic agendas.  Briselda is working with Emily Schroeder, from Dakota Business Lending, and Kim 
Kautzman, from Bank of North Dakota, on this event. Right now we have 17 people registered. 

• SBPC and ND Region II formed the Souris Basin Rural Development Coalition (SBRDC) to apply for a 
Brownfields Assessment Grant. Last Fall, the SBRDC submitted a grant proposal for the FY18 EPA National 
Brownfields Program Grant competition. Unfortunately, the assessment proposal was unsuccessful. 
Lyndsay and Briselda had a debriefing meeting with EPA Region 8 to discuss why our proposal was not 
selected and how it can be strengthened. The major factor that affected our score was that the “target 
area” was not detailed enough. EPA would like us to narrow our target area and describe potential 
redevelopment projects in each community/area.  
A coalition meeting will be held on Thursday, August 23rd @11am to go over the application, EPA’s 
comments and “next steps.” Coalition members, along with the cities of Flaxton, Granville, Rugby, 
Bowbells, Kenmare and Towner were invited.  

• Briselda met with the City of Granville to discuss the redevelopment of a potential brownfield site on their 
main street. Briselda has been in contact with EPA Region 8 to determine if the site would be eligible for 
their Targeted Brownfield Assessment program.  

• Briselda sent multiple emails and left voicemails with Echoe in attempt to go over her loan status. A 
default letter was mailed and emailed to Echoe. A follow-up phone call was also made to inform her of 
the letter.  

 

GRANT SUBMISSION RESOLUTION 

Ulrickson presented a draft resolution to the Board of Directors to allow her to submit documents and grant 

applications on behalf of SBPC. This will also allow Ulrickson to enter into written agreements for SBPC. EDA has 

requested this document. 
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Motion was made by Alan Walter to adopt the resolution as drafted. Motion seconded by Kristy Titus; motion 

carried. 

 

2018 PDS REVISION ACCEPTANCE 

Ulrickson presented the SBPC CDBG PDS revision completed in May 2018 to allow the Board of Directors to 

allocate, adjust and transfer CDBG funds to existing, open CDBG projects in the region. 

 

Motion was made by Arlo Borud to approve the revisions as presented. Motion seconded by Kristy Titus; motion 

carried. 

 

2019-2021 EDA PLANNING GRANT SCOPE OF WORK 

Ulrickson presented the Scope of Work prepared for years 2019 – 2021 for the EDA planning grant. Ulrickson was 

not able to present the Scope of Work for approval prior to submission to EDA, as EDA only gave nine business 

days to submit the grant application. 

 

Motion was made by Rick Larson to accept the scope of work as presented. Motion seconded by Alan Walter; 

motion carried 

 

2017 AUDIT REPORT 

Ulrickson had emailed the 2017 Audit Report and Management letter to the full Council the previous week for 

review. Ulrickson reported this was probably the best audit SBPC had received in her time with the organization. 

There were no significant findings. 

 

Motion to accept the 2017 Audit Report was made by Arlo Borud. Motion seconded by Dwight Flygare; motion 

carried. 

 

2018 USDA RD HPG FUNDS 

Ulrickson reported that she submitted a $100,000 grant application to USDA to continue doing housing rehab 

projects in Pierce County. Ulrickson shared that with this application, she changed the guidelines to allow 

rehabilitation of multi-family homes. 

 

There being no further business, meeting adjourned. 

 

              
Lyndsay Ulrickson, Secretary 


